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District Commissioner’s Report 
 
This is my fifth annual report to you as your DC. When I reflect on the journey that we have been on together 
over that time, it is heart warming to think of the tremendous things that we have achieved together. I am 
very pleased to say that 2014/15 was arguably one of our most successful to date. 
 
Our membership numbers have hit record levels, we added c150 net new members 
in the year to January, an increase of some 13% to 1360. Over the last 5 years we 
have added a net 420 more members, an increase of c45%. This makes us not only 
the best (in my humble opinion) District in Berkshire, but also the biggest! 
 
We have opened 17 new sections in the last 5 years, 8 of which opened in the last 
12 months. We also saw the birth of our 10th Scout Group with 1st Ufton Nervet 
opening its doors in July 2014 and already they have 50 young people enjoying 
Scouting in their group. The demand for what we provide appears endless as each 
time we open new groups and sections the waiting lists seem to go up not down! 
 
This year one of our aims  has been to  improve the level of youth involvement in 
decisions made across the District. We managed to set up our first youth forum 
and we now have a Network section for our 18-25 year olds for the first time. The 
number of young leaders working in our groups continues to increase (now up to 
75) and we now involve young leaders in all of our District events.  
 

Another of our aims has been to increase awareness of International 
Scouting. It was amazing to see so many of our Scouts and Explorers 
mixing with 6000 other Scouts at WINGS last summer. This summer 
we have 7 of our members flying off to Japan for the World Scout 
Jamboree and 17 more flying off to Uganda to complete community 
work with 60 other Scouts from across Berkshire. On top of this 
Scouts from the 95th Reading will travel to Holland and Scouts from 
Burghfield and Sulhamstead will fly off to Norway. Now that’s 
amazing! 
 
At the start of 2014 we set ourselves the challenge of providing a 
nights away opportunity for each of our sections. We have run 
successful Scout section camps for a number of years but in 2014 we 
added District Beaver sleepovers and a District Cub camp. In 2015, 

we have completed the set by holding Explorer and Network camps. I strongly believe that allowing our young 
people to experience Scouting outside of their immediate groups will enhance their overall Scouting 
experience. 
 
We run a simple model in Pang Valley which has served us well but we will need to review our plans for the 
next 5 years shortly. This plan will support the Scout Association’s vision for 2018. We will continue to grow 
and develop Scouting both via our existing groups and by starting new ones where they are needed; we will 
make sure that young people have a voice in what happens in their District; we will make Scouting in our 
District as accessible as possible; and we will support the communities in which we live. 
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With thanks to Will Arslett, the District website underwent a makeover and re-launch during the year and we 
have increased our use of social media with a new Twitter account (@PangValleyScout). Our Facebook page 
now has over 150 users registered and thanks to Chris Hughes we have produced two editions of our new 
District newsletter which have been well received. 
 
In January this year, Rita Curran stood down from her role as Beaver section coordinator, after a number of 
years of successfully running activities for the section. I am very grateful to Rita for her contribution to the 
District. Jo Hammett has taken on the ADC Beavers role and has exciting plans for the future. We also have a 
new head of the Cub section with Judie Pickering taking over as 
ADC Cubs last September, bringing with her bags of experience. 
The District team is fully staffed with one exception – a Scout 
Network Commissioner.  
 
I am very grateful to everyone in Pang Valley for their hard work 
and dedication.  It is very much a team effort in our District and 
we should all feel justifiably proud of everything that we deliver 
for the young people that we support. Here’s to many, many 
more years of adventure. 
 
Simon Pickett, District Commissioner.   
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

Successful 
Scouting in 
Pang valley 

Good quality 
and youth led 
programme 

Growth and 
development 

Supported 
and trained 

adults 
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District Chairman’s report 
 
Pang Valley Scouting continues to grow year on year with the number of people involved in Scouting in Pang 
Valley growing yet again over the past 12 months. 
 
Your District Executive continues to support that growth and over the last 12 months has continued to support 
our District Commissioner Simon and the rest of the District team to help and support the Groups across the 
District. We continue to hold our District Group Executive Forum and to be at the end of a phone or email to 
assist Groups where required. As always if there is anything else we should be doing or people want assistance 
with I am more than happy to discuss these things and investigate them further. 
 
We continue to fund and finance the provision of the District stores which is continuously used by most of the 
Groups across the District and we also maintain a Motion Picture licence for the District to ensure all Groups 
are legal when showing films of any kind. We are really looking forward to hearing about the adventure of all 
the young people and leaders we have supported who this summer are off to Africa and Japan with Project 
Africa and the World Scout Jamboree. 

 
As always and again I want to thank all of those people across the District 
who help and support Scouting and for all of you who do so much for 
Pang Valley District. A special thank you to Jane Howman who is standing 
down this year from her role as District Secretary. Jane has done a 
fantastic job and my thanks to her for all she has done to support me in 
my role. I also want to thank Andy Jugg our District Treasurer who quietly 
just gets on with things in the background ensuring our District finances 
are always well looked after. Without these volunteers the District could 
not continue to run. 

 
My final thanks are to Simon Pickett, our District Commissioner, as it is his drive and enthusiasm that continues 
to push the District forward and ensure we continue to provide Scouting for more and more young people.  
 
Andy Williamson, District Chairman. 

Beaver Section Report 

Since the last AGM there has been more change in the Beaver section! On a national level there was the 
introduction of new badges, mascots and an updated programme; which gave leaders much to think about.  
It’s great to see leaders have started actively introducing the new challenge criteria into their programmes.  

On a District level, Rita Curran stepped away from the District Beaver role after several successful years, and in 
Jan 2015 I took over as ADC Beavers.  Rita is a very hard act to follow so I have to admit to both being excited 
by the opportunity and daunted by the prospect!  I sincerely thank Rita for all her contributions at a District 
level – it is very clear she made a really positive difference to Beaver Scouting in Pang Valley. 

On a local level we have expanded to 16 colonies within our District.  There is now one in each of Aldermaston, 
Ufton Nervet, 63

rd
 Reading, 80

th 
 Reading & 95

th
 Reading.  There are currently 2 colonies at 79

th
 Reading and 

Purley & Pangbourne and we now have three in Burghfield & 
Sulhamstead, and Theale and Calcot.  A huge welcome to our 
newest Colony in Theale.  There is so much fun to be had as a leader 
with Beavers – so ENJOY IT!  We recorded 278 this year on the 
census, this was 10% increase on last year so WELL DONE ALL! 
 
In Oct we saw the hugely successful Silly Sports day which was very 
well attended, Dec 2014 was the Christmas Service in Theale 
Church.  This was a great service organized by the young leaders of 
Theale & Calcot ensuring a great mix of activities and fun carols and 
of course, an opportunity to award our Bronze awards.   
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On the subject of Bronze awards, it is really pleasing 
to see so many Beavers achieving this top award and 
I hope with the new changes to the awards, we 
continue to develop and recognise our Beavers in 
this way.  
This year we wanted to try a few different things 
with the Beavers.  We ran the biggest District 
sleepover ever (36 Beavers) and all had fun - pirate 
style!  It was a wonderful event supported by many, 
many people from around the District.  A special 

thanks to the leaders at 79th Dambusters for making that work! By the time of reading this (hopefully!) we’ll 
have just had our first District Teddy Bear’s picnic / outdoor games event at Englefield house.  Thanks in 
advance to the leaders from 79th Lumberjack leaders for all their efforts in making this a success! 
 
We’ve plenty more planned, which after talking to the Beavers, they seem very keen on so we know we are 
hitting the spot!  The nice thing with Beavers when you ask for their opinion is you can usually see enthusiasm 
escaping from every pore if they like it!   
 
I’d like to finish off by saying a big well done to all of our Beavers in Pang Valley, especially those who achieved 
their Bronze award this year and, of course, a HUGE well dome to the leaders who help to make Beaver 
Scouting the brilliant experience it is for nearly 300 children every week.  I look forward to more fun with you 
all! 
And something which made it all very clear to me why we do this…was a poster I was given only this week by 
one of my Beavers: 
 

Thank you to River, Tertl, Bubles.  Beavers is the best.  It is grat.  It is the gratist thing on ERTH fore me!!  Thank 
you, thank you. Erin. 

 

Jo Hammett, Assistant District Commissioner, Beavers 

Cub Section Report 

It has been another very active year for the Cub Scouts of Pang Valley, and we welcome two new packs, 1st 
Ufton Nervet and a new pack at Theale and Calcot.  
 
Last July over 200 Cubs, leaders, Explorers and helpers descended on Youlbury for the first Pang Valley District 
Cub camp in ten years. The theme was ‘The Commonwealth Games’ and the Cubs were able to take part in a 
wide range of activities from Countries around The Commonwealth. In addition to a variety of activities we 
were also presented with a large range of weather types; sun, rain, thunder, lightening and even some very 
large hail stones. Despite the weather all activities and the bbq carried on in the traditional Scouting spirit. The 
next Pang Valley District Cub camp will be in 2016.  
 
In August 2014, 60 Cubs had the opportunity to attend WINGS for the day and get a 
preview of what is in store for them as they move through the Scouting movement. 
 
Other events and activities have included; sixers training, chess competition and the 
Springbok Trophy. The 2014 Carol service was held as St Michael’s church with the 
theme being ‘What would God put under His Christmas tree?’ It was estimated that 
there was over 250 people in the church for the service and approximately £220 was 
collected for Readifood, helping families in the Reading area by providing food 
parcels.  
 
Unfortunately, the swimming event was unable to go ahead due to lack of availability 
of the pool. However, with thanks to Louise Bailey of 1st Aldermaston, we now have 
a rolling booking at Tadley swimming pool. 
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At the time of writing we are also looking forward to a 5-a-side football Tournament and we have 95 Cubs and 
leaders going to Gilwell Funday. We are also hoping to re-kindle the Shere Khan Trophy. We also have a group 
of leaders starting to organise events for 2016, to celebrate 100 years of Cub Scouting. If you would like to help 
with either of these please let me know. We welcome and value new ideas and suggestions that can make 
Pang Valley Cub Scouting even more enjoyable. 
 
In addition to the District events and activities, all the Packs are running a varied programme and are now 
starting to move over to the new badge system. Our mission for the next year is to develop sixers councils and 
the young person voice within our Packs and our District. 
 
Judie Pickering, Assistant District Commissioner, Cubs 
 
 
 
Scout section report 
 

As I write this in early June we are two weeks away from District Camp. 
For many years it has been held at Rushall Farm and we have paid the farmer, opened 
the gate and got on with it. This year we are on the Englefield Estate with a very nice site 
next to the polo field. However negotiations are with the House and Estate manager  
(nice office lovely view ) and when we are on site the Estates Director, Estate Surveyor 
and Head Gamekeeper, who all live on the estate, will be keeping an eye on us!!. Oh, 
and Pancho the polo coach has told me that there will probably be a polo match on 
Saturday, the Scouts are welcome to watch, but don’t go near the ponies as they are 
rather highly strung! 
 
Notwithstanding all that our organising team have put together two days of activities 
based on their experiences at WINGS last year. 120 Scout and 37 leaders, from 11 of our 
Troops, are due to attend and I’m sure it will be a great success.  
The Troops in the District continue to flourish. There are now 15 Troops and the two 
Troops in our new groups in Ufton Nervet and Aldermaston are becoming established 

under their enthusiastic leaders. 
 
Last year we decided to try and increase the number of District Scout activities although this was always going 
to be difficult bearing in mind the large number of demands on both the Scouts and leaders time. In November 
we had our annual Big Breakfast competition, with 8 teams from 6 groups attending. As ever the standard was 
very high and our judges from SAS were happy to sample all the food. In February we had our first Chefs 
competition – the format being, indoors, cook 3 courses, two of them hot, with a budget of £15 on a double 
gas burner. 7 teams from 3 groups took part, the standard and variety of dishes was very high and the 
exceptional winning team from Purley and Pangbourne only lost one 
point out of 75. 
 
In March we held the Leaders Big Breakfast so the leaders could show 
their competence at the great British tradition too! The standard was 
high and 63rd beat 95th by one point!  
 
These activities and those in the 15 Troops would not happen without 
the dedication and enthusiasm of their leaders – thank you to you all. 
 
Mick Mobbs, Assistant District Commissioner, Scouts 
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Explorer Section Report  
 
With 119 Explorers, an increase of 20% over last year, and a new Unit 
at Theale, the section remains on the up. 
 
6 Units meet weekly with the Young Leaders training unit on top, (still 
being fabulously organised by Rita and Suzanne – see their report 
below) participation in training, badge work and leader training all 
taking place apace. There is also a monthly bulletin produced and 
distributed to the Explorer leaders to aid with communications 
amongst ourselves. This task is ably executed by David Marlow. 
 
We held our first District Explorer camp, and the units have run plenty of activities and trips. The 79th Reading 
ran an air rifle shooting course for the District, we have had Explorers at Gilwell Winter Camp and Gilwell 24 
and it is fantastic to see more and more young people taking up the challenge of D of E. We have plenty of 
people at Bronze and Silver level and it wont be long before we hopefully see loads of gold awards and Queens 
Scout Awards. 
 
As I reported last year and the District exec is well aware, on top of all the locally run events, we have a healthy 
representation in the County units going to the Jamboree and Project Africa. This also filters across to the 
other sections as they give reports, presentations and run evenings themed on their adventurous activities. 
 
Once again but said with no less feeling, this doesn't just happen by accident so, again, I would like to say, “A 
BIG Thank You, and Well Done” to the nearly 20 adults that give up their time to make this section in Pang 
Valley the Success that it is. 
 
Mark Elliott, District Explorer Scout Commissioner 
 
 
Young Leader Report  

 
Young Leaders are young people between the ages of 14 and 18 
years old who are helping with a younger Section. They may 
already be an Explorer Scout or may choose to be a Young Leader 
only and may even join a Section for a limited time to complete a 
period of service or volunteering for, for example, the Duke of 
Edinburgh's Award Scheme. There is a training scheme which has 
a compulsory Module A whilst the remaining 10 Modules are 
optional and have 4 Missions (or projects) that when completed, 
mean the Young Leader can gain their Young leader Belt.  
 

Over the past 12 months, within Pang Valley we have run 3 Module A Courses with a total of 36 Young Leaders 
attending. We ran a weekend Training Course which covers all the other Modules and which was attended by 
25 Young Leaders providing an opportunity for those who wished to undertake the full training scheme. We 
have also set up a Facebook Group which helps keep Young Leaders quickly informed of training courses, 
events and publications.   
 
We currently have 75 Young Leaders registered working with many different sections and Groups around the 
District and 8 Young Leader Belts have been awarded to date. We are beginning to ‘reap the benefits’ of the 
Young Leader Scheme as we are now seeing those who have been Young Leaders, enjoyed their role and on 
turning 18, have taken out adult appointments. So far we are aware of 5 members who have done this and 
have no doubt that there will be many more! 
 
Rita Curran and Suzanne Stout 
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Network Section Report 
 
This year we have been looking at how we can be more youth driven to meet the national objectives for 
“Vision 2018”. Youth involvement is about empowering young people to take the lead in Scouting and 
ensuring that they have a say in their programme. 
 
We have established a Youth Forum consisting of a small number of young adults and Explorer Scouts. The 
youth forum meets once a term to discuss various issues and events occurring in the District. Members of the 
youth forum have also been involved with existing projects underway in the District including District Explorer 
Scout Camp, District Scout Camp and the upcoming District “MEGA” camp in 2016. We also took the lead in 
some of our own projects including starting to establish a Network, organising three District practice hikes for 
the Three Towers and maintaining the District website. 
 
Two of our members are also involved with the County youth council and in February one of our members also 
attended the national ‘YouShape’ event at Gilwell where the new UK 
Youth Commissioner set out her plans for youth led Scouting. 
 
Pang Valley Network has been set up to provide Scouting opportunities 
to 18-25 year olds. Earlier in the year we ran an experimental Network 
“Super Bowl” camp at Crays Pond. The camp was attended by 11 young 
adults and was a great success. Now that we have reached the summer 
and many ex-Explorer Scouts are returning from University we are 
looking at providing another Network event in the coming months. 
 
Will Arslett, Network Chairman 
 
 
 
Scoutlink Report 
(making Scouting accessible for people whatever their needs) 
 
It has been quite a year for Scoutlink! For some time we have been considering how to grow and develop our 
Group to ensure that we can offer Scouting to more young people and to support Berkshire Scouting to be as 
accessible as possible. As a result, this year has seen the launch of a new programme and additional week-day 
meeting to provide more adventure and challenge for our Scouts and to help increase capacity for new 
Members. We are: 
 

 Growing 

 We have made contact with a number of local schools and delivered information at a School Open 

Day to ensure they know about what we do  

 As a result we have introduced a second meeting each month to provide an opportunity to develop 

our programme and in the future offer the DofE Bronze award 

 We have welcomed four new Scouts to our Group and have had 2 investitures (so far) 

 We have recruited 

a new Group 

Chairman and a 

new Group Scout 

Leader. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



10 | P a g e  

w w w . P a n g V a l l e y S c o u t s . o r g . u k  

 

 Accessible 

 We have welcomed Berkshire Scouts from Project Africa to join us and share what they have learned 

from their trip to Uganda and Scouts who are off to Japan this year. Both programmes were really 

popular -rated as favourite by the Scouts themselves 

 We have explored ways of adapting the DofE award so that our Scouts can start working towards the 

Bronze DofE 

 Youth-shaped 

 Our Scouts have given their views on the programme and what they want to do next through working 

on a series of questions including what they like/don't like about Scouts and what challenges they 

want to set themselves. These now underpin our programme. 

 Scouts have taken the opportunity to lead on activities and teach skills to others. 

What have we been up to? Orienteering around Pangbourne, Outdoor 
cooking, Outdoor survival skills - including building fires and setting up 
hammocks, Making birdfeeders as part of the RSPB Big Bird Watch, Project 
Africa and Japan programmes, Fake wounds and First Aid, Around the 
World in 80 minutes...plus much more 

We are really excited about the year ahead. We have a packed programme 
with District Camp, Bell-Boating at Longridge and Video Editing already in 
the diary for 2015/6. For more information or to come and join us 
please contact us at Scoutlink@melissagreen.co.uk or follow us on Twitter 
@BerkshireASU 

Melissa Green, Group Scout Leader 

Active Support Report 

The last year saw Active Support continue to have a balanced mix of social and supporting activities . 
We continue to have a stable membership of 49 which encompasses a wide range of age and experience but 
our profile both here in the District and across County remains low.  It would seem therefore  that with our 
increasing average age that a “Support” role rather than a fully “Active” role suits the age range here in Pang 
Valley. 
 
Having said this we have provided help for the Sections in their District  Activities where we can and when we 
have been asked.  There are certain events such as the Scout Big Breakfast competition  which are favourites 
on our “support” and we have supported other events such as the Beaver sleepover and Cub District Camp & 
Carol service. There have been other events such as the Springbok Trophy and St Georges Day that we have 
helped in the past and would willingly do so again but we do not see ourselves as only a car parking and “tea” 
unit so please if you would like help in running or planning events  please contact me and I will circulate details 
to the members.  
 
As our name suggests we are an “Active Support” unit and we would 
like to support District Activities. We  look forward to the next 12 
months and the District camp in 2016 which we would very much like 
to be involved in. 
 
 
Malcolm Harding, Active Support Manager  
 
 
 
 
 

mailto:Scoutlink@melissagreen.co.uk
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Finance Report 

The District ate into its reserves by £12,265 during the year. This was planned 
for the year with key investments being made in: 

·         Smoothing the effect to Groups of the increase in County subscriptions 
which had an impact of £2,300 
·         Sponsorship of attendees to the Jamboree at a cost of £6,300 
·         Sponsorship of attendees of Project Africa at a cost of £3,025 
·         Start-up grants of £1,000  

 The District again funded Motion Picture Licencing that covers all groups for 
use of DVD motion picture material. 

Capitation receipts of £40,687 was collected from the groups and payment to County was made of £40,225. 
This left £462 to contribute to District expenses in the year.  This was supplemented by £710 of bank interest 
that was received from the District reserves. 

The capitation payment from Groups for 2015/16 included an increase of £1 per person to helped recoup 
some of the rebate impact for the 2014/15 year. 

The current account as at 31st March 2015 contained £2536 (ignoring prepayment of 2015/16 capitation) and 
the reserve deposit account contained £30,174 (£43,464 in March 2013/14)  
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Income and Expenditure Statement for the year ended 31/03/15 

           

   
£ 

   
£ 

   

   
2013/2014 

   
2014/2015 

   NET INCOME 
          Subscriptions 
  

36948.80 
   

40687.50 
   Bank interest/Short term Investment interest 864.55 

   
710.23 

   Activities (sections) 
  

5095.61 
   

10078.04 
   District misc 

  
311.26 

   
3532.48 

   Donations 
  

50.00 
   

0.00 
   

           

           

   
43,270.22 

   
55008.25 

 
55,008.25 

 
           EXPENDITURE 

 
                                                

     Capitation 
  

33919.60 
   

40225.40 
   District store rent 

  
500.00 

   
500.00   

  Insurance 
  

244.65 
   

249.53 
   Activities (sections) 

  
4632.01 

   
9820.63 

   District (misc + equipment) 
 

1681.99 
   

5874.58 
   District development 

  
526.30 

   
10503.96 

   Training 
  

876.80 
   

100.08 
   

           

           

           

   
42,381.35 

   
67274.18 

 
67,274.18 

 
           NET INCOME FOR YEAR 

 
888.87 

   
(12265.93) 

 
-12,265.93 

 

           Notes    
1 The reserves remaining in the Virgin Charity account gained £710.23 of interest.  

           2 £14000 was moved from reserves to current account during the year 

           3 Sponsorship of Jamboree and Project Africa totalled £9325  (£6300 Jamboree / £3025 Project Africa) 

           4 Start up grants totalling £1000 were issued during the year 

           5 New equipment acquired to value of £1013.80 including , hammocks,  tarps & banners 

           

6 Rebate of £2 pp to groups against capitation to smooth increase from County  - £2300 

           
7 £18766 capitation for 15/16 appears in current account before end March 2015 and is deferred income 

           
8 Excludes badge account and SAS account that are audited separately 
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Balance Sheet as at 31/03/15 

           

           

    
£ 

 
£ 

 
£ 

 
£ 

           

      
2013/14 

   
2014/2015 

CAPITAL ACCOUNT 
        

           Opening Balance 
    

44,123 
   

45,011.52 

Income 
   

43,270.22 
   

55,008.25 
  

Expenses 
   

-
42,381.35   

  

-
67,274.18   

 

        
  

  EXCESS 
     

888.87 
   

-12,265.93 

           

           BALANCE 
    

45,011.52 
   

32,745.59 

           

           NET ASSETS 
         

           CASH ACCOUNTS: 
        

           Current Account 
  

23,404.94 
   

21302.28 
  STIS/Virgin Charity account 

 
43,464.52 

   
30174.72 

  Deposit Account 
  

34.56 
   

34.59 
  

           

      
66,904 

   
51,511.59 

Less Liabilities 
         

Deferred Income 
  

-
21,892.50 

   

-
18,766.00 

  Accrued Expenses 
  

0.00 
      

           BALANCE 
    

45,011.52 
   

32,745.59 

           

           

           

           

           Prepared by:  Andy Jugg 
   

Audited by: Tony Nottridge 
 

           Signed: 
 

Still in Draft 
   

Signed: 
 

Still draft 
  

           

           

           

Date: 
 

31/03/2015 
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Groups in Pang Valley Scout District 
 

1st Aldermaston 
1st Burghfield and Sulhamstead 

1st Purley and Pangbourne 
1st Theale and Calcot 

1st Ufton Nervet 
63rd Reading 
79th Reading 
80th Reading 
95th Reading 

Pang Valley Scoutlink 
Pang Valley Network 

TAO Explorer Unit 
Black Hawks Explorer Unit 

Snakes Explorer Unit 
Excalibur Explorer Unit 

West Pang Explorer Unit 
Sparta Explorer Unit 

Pang Valley Active Support Unit 


